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• Introduction

An invitation
What today is about
what it’s not about…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important to set expectations…remember no one seminar will be the ‘be all and end all’ – as educators we are life long learners!



The invitation 

• I see this an opportunity to share and learn together

• We will be using an Aboriginal learning style that might feel a 
little unusual or uncomfortable OR it could fit right in with 
your style!

• It is a beginning or a continuation of previous Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander professional development experiences
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What today is about….

• Avoiding a guilt or deficit-based approach to knowledge

• Andragogical and heutagogy approaches that seek to add, build and 
contribute to existing knowledge and interests. 

• Consideration of how we as educators might ‘tackle’ this focus
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University of Illinois

https://bit.ly/43p4Wpt 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I think this is useful to understanding different approaches especially difficult topics. 

https://bit.ly/43p4Wpt


Challenges & 
opportunities

ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
ISSUES

DECOLONIZATION

CREATING SPACE

CURRICULUM DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES



What today isn’t about

• Using guilt as a pedagogical approach or a motivational device

• It isn’t everything you need to know

• It is one perspective amongst many 

• It isn’t a template approach

• Me convincing You of a particular belief or approach 
9



What excitements and 
hesitations do you have?

A BRIEF OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important to think about the hesitations and the hopes that we bring as educators to this area of study. I acknowledge and recognize that there is, for some, an anxiety or a hesitancy about any Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content or engagement. I think it’s important to acknowledge that because it’s a reality for many, and it holds us back sometimes. So, this is an opportunity to share. 



It starts with locating ourselves

AXIOLOGY
ONTOLOGY

EPISTEMOLOGY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Axiology
Ontology
Epistemology




http://pamsmindlab.blogspot.com/2017/01/day-1-notes.html



• Who are you?

• Where you from?

• Who’s your mob?

• What’s your culture?

• Do you have a culture?

• Why do you celebrate what you 
celebrate?

• How do you think about the 
world?

• How do you think about  or view 
other people?

• How does your worldview affect 
your past, your now and your 
future?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All of these questions are important for us as educators and for our students. Our worldview is the foundation of how we interpret existing and new knowledge – especially that knowledge which is outside our cultural frameworks



It’s okay to make mistakes 



Why is the Australian Referendum of 2023 an ethical issue?

• Recognition and Justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples

• Equality and Representation within Federal Parliament
• An Ongoing Debate over Recognition versus Political 

Power
• Self-Determination for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples
• A Moral Responsibility of the State?

15



Setting the Scene



Eurocentrism

• A European ‘centre’ characterized by superiority, progress, hegemony, and monopoly 
over all other knowledge systems. We are often unaware until we unpack why we 
think the way we do....

• Can be characterized as a singularity in notions of universal and diffused to the 
periphery.

• Dominant theory legitimized in science, educational and public institutions, 
publications/print, etc. The dominant views of ‘yester-years’ are still with us everyday, 
consciously and unconsciously. 

• Cultural imperialism is the practice of promoting a more powerful culture over a 
least known or desirable culture. It is usually the case that the former belongs to a 
large, economically or militarily powerful nation and the latter belongs to a smaller, 
less powerful one. Cultural imperialism can take the form of an active, formal policy or 
a general attitude.
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The Yes reasonings  to the Referendum*

• Recognition in the Australian Constitution
• Better outcomes for Closing the Gap (life expectancy and other key  markers)
• Direct and Improved representation for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
• More efficient policy outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

for those working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
• Improved Indigenous Australian Representations in the Federal political processes 
• Advisory Role that has practical implications for communities across Australia
• Continuing the Reconciliation and healing journey
• To model political and social leadership on the world stage
• Empowerment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
• To model good ethical/religious/spiritual behaviour 20



The No reasonings to the Referendum*

• Concerns Racial Segregation & Special Treatment 
• Tokenism
• The Sovereign No campaign
• Uncertainty of how the Voice would be implemented: practicalities etc. 
• Worry that the Voice would have too much influence
• Opposition to changing the Constitution
• There is another way
• Fear of constant legal challenges
• Impact of an unelected body on democracy
• Distrust of politicians and anything they stand for 21



How might we discuss the for and against for 
something that was seen by many as divisive 
and/or emotive?

• Let’s brainstorm together
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One Aboriginal Christian 
approach

• God is Alpha and Omega and therefore 
was always in these lands

• God entrusts responsibility on peoples to 
care for creation

• Better representation and inclusion could 
bring healing and resolution

• Opportunity for all Australians to learn 
about Creation care, reciprocity, 
economic harmony, different ideas of 
history and theology
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Some Christian NO reasons

• Tokenistic and “woke”
• Raced based ideas can create disharmony

• Incompatible with some interpretations of Christian scripture: one body in 
Christ" (e.g. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

• There are better ways to achieve justice and mercy and reconciliation
• This could lead to legal challenges that remove exemptions under certain acts 

that Christian schools and organisations rely upon

24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
12Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.





thank you

NAOMI WOLFE

NAOMIWOLFE@HOTMAIL.COM

NAOMI.WOLFE@ACU.EDU.AU
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